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“The BioVision Conference and 

TWAS-ROSSA presented me with a 

life changing opportunity”, Dr 

Prudence Mambo. 
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Network to Benefit African Oceans 
 
A new network encouraging mutual co-
operation aimed at sustainable man-
agement and protection of Africa’s vul-
nerable ocean resources is set to benefit 
the continent in future. 

The network called the Forum on African 
Marine Sciences (FAMS) was launched 
at the 2016 Our Oceans Conference in 
Washington, DC, in September 2016. 
FAMS was launched after a recommen-
dation from the Roundtable Discussion 
on Advancing Ocean Sciences in Africa 
that was held in Port Louis, Mauritius from 
25-26 July 2016. The roundtable event 
was the initiative of Dr Jane Lubchenco, 
former US Science Envoy for the Ocean 
who has been actively engaging with 
relevant institutions in Africa to garner 
interest and support for a collaborative 
approach in advancing ocean scienc-
es.  

Announcing the FAMS, Dr Nirmal Shah, 
CEO of Nature Seychelles, said FAMS is a 
network among science academies, 
universities and organisations from more 
than 12 African countries. It is designed 
to enhance communication and collab-
oration on ocean science, host aca-
demic exchanges to strengthen local 
capacity, and support ocean and blue 
economy policy engagement across 
Africa. 

Scientists from several African countries 
met at the Mauritius roundtable event to 
deliberate on the importance of the 
ocean to Africa and sought ways to in-
crease scientific capacity, while at the 
same time ensuring that scientific 
knowledge is available to inform public 
understanding and guide policy. 

Oceans, seas and marine resources fea-
ture in the United Nations sustainable 
development goals (SDGs), while the 
Blue Economy is gaining increasing at-

tention. The focus has shifted to the 
ocean for opportunities for strategic so-
cial and economic development.  Being 
surrounded by the ocean, with a coast-
line of 26 000 kilometres and some 70% 
of African nations being coastal, marine-
based economic development aimed 
at improving human well-being and so-
cial equity, while reducing environmen-
tal risks and ecological scarcities holds 
particular potential.  

The aim of the discussions at the 
roundtable event was fostering produc-
tive dialogue between the policy and 
academic communities with the goals of 
growing ocean sciences, elevating their 
importance, and incorporating ocean 
science knowledge into decision-making 
in Africa. The discussions at the 
roundtable concluded that ocean sci-
ences are critical for the African conti-
nent and African academies can play a 
significant role in growing ocean scienc-
es and capacities. Science communica-
tion should be a point of focus to assist in 
disseminating the science to the public. 
Existing networks are also ideal mecha-
nisms for creating awareness of the criti-
cal influence the oceans have on the 
African continent. 

It was recommended among others to 
use existing networks to highlight and 
advance ocean-related research and 
to target young scientists for science 
communication training. Academies 
should aim to highlight ocean sciences 
in their activities and attempt to increase 
ocean science representation amongst 
academy membership. 

For the full Mauritius roundtable state-
ment titled Mauritius Declaration on 
Ocean Sciences, click here  
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ASSAf, ICSU and TWAS-ROSSA Meet-

ing at the Pan-African Parliament in 

South Africa 

Future African-wide scientific coopera-

tion and partnership were strength-

ened when science organisations, in-

cluding TWAS-ROSSA, met with the Pan

-African Parliament (PAP) in August 

2016 to introduce their activities and 

elaborate on their individual roles in 

shaping informed science advice for 

evidence-based policymaking on the 

continent. 

The PAP is an organ of the African Un-

ion (AU) aimed at ensuring participa-

tion of African people in the develop-

ment and economic integration of the 

continent. Science, technology and 

innovation (STI) have been recognised 

as critical for development and are 

regarded as one of the main pillars of 

creating sustainability, prosperity and 

economic wealth. Cross-cutting in na-

ture, STI contribute to the achievement 

of all socio-economic development 

objectives, including the UN Sustaina-

ble Development Goals (SDGs) targets 

and the AU’s Agenda 2063 pillars.  

The SDGs and Agenda 2063 have a 

broad sustainability agenda that aims 

to address causes of poverty and un-

derdevelopment. Investments in STI are 

vital to improve competitiveness, pro-

mote economic growth and employ-

ment while addressing pressing global 

challenges, such as climate change, 

energy security, infectious diseases, 

and food and nutrition security. 

The meeting was initiated by the 

Academy of Science of South Africa 

(ASSAf) and was aimed at demon-

strating the coordinated roles and 

responsibilities of ASSAf and three of 

its key strategic partners, the Net-

work of African Science Academies 

(NASAC), based in Nairobi, the Inter-

national Council for Science Region-

al Office for Africa (ICSU ROA) and 

TWAS-ROSSA, the latter two hosted 

by ASSAf, in strengthening the up-

take of science advice in Africa and 

promoting regional integration in the 

context of research collaboration. 

Members of the PAP Committee on 

Transport, Industry, Communication, 

Energy, Science and Technology 

had an opportunity to gain first-hand 

knowledge of the benefits that col-

laboration among scientific organi-

sations holds for African science.  

Furthermore, all the organisations 

presented their portfolio and activi-

ties to the aforementioned PAP 

Committees. Each presentation was 

preceded by a series of questions/

comments and later a full discussion.   

The South African Department of Sci-

ence and Technology stressed the 

importance of organisations with a 

similar mandate to work together for 

the benefit of science in Africa.  

This successful engagement is antici-

pated to have paved a way for an 

increased focus by the PAP on the 

role of STI in advancing Africa’s de-

velopment and competitiveness 

agenda.  

TWAS-ROCASA Young Scientists’ 

Conference 2016 to be held in Ben-

galuru, India 

Earlier this year, TWAS-ROSSA received 

a request from TWAS and TWAS-

Regional Office for Central and South 

Asia (ROCASA) to nominate ten young 

scientists from sub-Saharan Africa to 

attend the ROCASA young scientists’ 

conference. The conference will be 

held in Bengaluru, India from 5-7 De-

cember 2016. The regional office has 

nominated ten young scientists from 

sub-Saharan Africa, specifically from 

Cameroon, Nigeria, Uganda, South 

Africa and Zimbabwe. TWAS-ROCASA 

has committed to cover all the local 

hospitality costs for the participants, 

including air travel, ground transport, 

food and accommodation.  

The theme for the conference is Fron-

tiers in Earth & Climate Sciences. The 

regional office also takes this oppor-

tunity to thank TWAS and TWAS-

ROCASA for this wonderful opportunity 

for our young scientists. 

http://www.twas-rossa.org.za/
http://www.dst.gov.za/
http://www.twas.org/
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2016 TWAS Young Affiliates Induction 

In March 2016, TWAS-ROSSA distribut-

ed a call for applications/nominations 

for the TWAS Young Affiliateship. Each 

year, the regional office selects up to 

five young scientists to join the 5-year 

affiliateship. This year, the secretariat 

witnessed an increase in the response 

rate from young scientists in sub-

Saharan Africa to this and other TWAS

-ROSSA opportunities. The secretariat 

received 75 nominations, of which 20 

were female and 55 male. TWAS Fel-

lows and the appointed selection 

committee selected five young scien-

tists as TWAS Young Affiliates for the 

next five years.  

The final selected candidates com-

prised two females and three males 

from Benin, Ghana, Mauritius, Nigeria 

and South Africa. These candidates 

were endorsed by the Executive Di-

rector of TWAS and they will be for-

mally inducted into the programme 

at the 27th TWAS General Assembly 

that will be held in Kigali, Rwanda in 

November 2016.  

TWAS Regional Prize 2016 to be 

awarded in Kigali, Rwanda 

The 2016 TWAS Regional Prize will be 

formally awarded during the 27th 

TWAS General Assembly on 14 No-

vember 2016 in Kigali, Rwanda. The 

theme for the prize is Building Scien-

tific Institutions. The regional office 

distributed a call which invited nomi-

nations from suitable and outstanding 

scientists who have played key roles in 

the establishment of lively scientific 

institutions  or those who have signifi-

cantly expanded the activities of es-

tablished institution(s) in the develop-

ing world.  

The regional office appointed a Se-

lection Committee that comprised 

TWAS Fellows in sub-Saharan Africa. 

The committee carefully reviewed 

and evaluated all the nominations, 

selecting a winner who was endorsed 

by the Executive Director of TWAS. The 

prize will be announced at the TWAS 

GA in November 2016. All the TWAS 

and TWAS-ROSSA prizes are awarded 

in fulfilment of the TWAS objective of 

recognising, supporting and promot-

ing scientific capacity and excellence 

in the developing world. 

The regional office takes this oppor-

tunity to thank all the TWAS Fellows in 

sub-Saharan Africa and the appoint-

ed committee for their continued sup-

port of TWAS-ROSSA activities.  

TWAS-ROSSA Regional Young Scien-

tists’ Prize 2016 

TWAS-ROSSA distributed a call for 

nominations for the TWAS-ROSSA Re-

gional Young Scientists’ Prize to award 

an outstanding young scientist who 

has made a major contribution to the 

advancement of human rights issues 

in sub-Saharan Africa through re-

search and direct community inter-

ventions. The call is still under admin-

istration. The secretariat will appoint a 

selection committee from the TWAS 

Fellows database and also include 

TWAS Young Affiliates/Alumni to serve 

on a pre-selection committee for the 

prize. The main objective for the 2016 

prize is to award an outstanding 

young scientist whose research and 

scholarly contributions have had an 

impact in the community, through for 

example, protecting and promoting 

human rights issues, and/or providing 

scientific advice to government and 

non-governmental organisations on 

issues relating to human rights. This 

might also include the establishment 

of organisation(s) to enforce the inclu-

sion and consideration of human 

rights at intergovernmental and insti-

tutional levels. The proposed winner’s 

documents will be forwarded to the 

TWAS office for endorsement and will 

be formally awarded in December 

during the Science Forum South Africa 

2016. 

AU TWAS National Awards 

Through an agreement between 

TWAS and the African Union Commis-

sion (AUC), countries are able to 

award prizes to young talented scien-

tists in the categories of Life and Earth 

Sciences and  Basic Sciences, Tech-

nology and Innovation. 

The following 11 countries are current-

ly participating in the AU-TWAS prizes 

for young scientists: 

Benin: Centre Beninois de la Recher-

che Scientifique et Technique  

Burkina Faso: Centre Nationale de la 

R e c h e r c h e  S c i e n t i f i q u e  e t 

Tecnologique  

Cameroon: Cameroon Academy of 

Sciences  

Egypt: Academy of Scientific Re-

search and Technology  

http://www.twas-rossa.org.za/
http://www.dst.gov.za/
http://www.twas.org/
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AU TWAS National Awards  

Ghana: Ghana Academy of Arts and 

Sciences  

Guinea: Organisation Scientifique Na-

tional de Stimulation de la Recherche 

en Guinee 

Kenya: Directorate of Research Man-

agement and Development , Kenya  

Lesotho: Department of Science and 

Technology  

Malawi: National Commission for Sci-

ence and Technology  

Nigeria: Nigerian Academy of Sciences  

Senegal: National Academy of Sci-

ence and Technology  

South Africa: Academy of Science of 

South Africa  

Sudan: Sudan Institute for Natural Sci-

ences  

Zimbabwe: Zimbabwe Academy of 

Sciences  

TWAS- ROSSA would like to encourage 

other countries to participate in these 

AU-TWAS prizes that recognise excel-

lence in young scientists in the conti-

nent. Both the AU and TWAS are inter-

ested in engaging countries with re-

gard to this matter.  

Congratulations to Prof Bernard Slip-

pers, New ASSAf Member 

In October 2016, the Academy of Sci-

ence of South Africa (ASSAf) inaugurat-

ed Prof Bernard Slippers as one of the 

38 leading scientists elected as new 

Members at its annual Awards Cere-

mony in Pretoria, South Africa.  TWAS-

ROSSA hosted by ASSAf wishes to con-

gratulate Prof Slippers for this achieve-

ment and to wish him success as he 

begins his journey as an ASSAf Mem-

ber. 

ASSAf received the record number of 

85 nominations for this year’s elections. 

Membership of the Academy now 

stands at 506. As the official Academy 

of South Africa, ASSAf has as core func-

tion to honour the country’s most out-

standing scholars by electing them to 

Membership of the Academy. ASSAf 

Members are drawn from the full spec-

trum of disciplines. 

Prof Slippers is a TWAS Young Affiliate 

under ROSSA, a founding member of 

the South African Young Academy of 

Science (SAYAS) and the Global Young 

Academy (GYA), and a Professor in 

Genetics at the University of Pretoria 

(UP). He is a renowned international 

researcher from the Department of 

Genetics in the Faculty of Natural and 

Agricultural Sciences and a research 

leader in the Tree Protection Co-

operative Programme and Centre of 

Excellence in Tree Health Biotechnolo-

gy in the Forestry and Agricultural Bio-

technology Institute (FABI) at UP. He 

also leads the Future Africa project at 

UP, which is focused on developing 

excellence in transdisciplinary science 

leadership in Africa.  

Furthermore, Slippers has contributed 

to the development of biological con-

trol programmes for plantation pests, 

and also to the establishment of a ma-

jor Biocontrol Research Centre at the 

University. Among the awards Prof Slip-

pers has received are the Southern Afri-

can Association for the Advancement 

of Science, British Association Medal 

(Silver) and the JE Vanderplank Award 

from the Southern African Society for 

Plant Pathology. He has published 

more than 180 papers, including in high 

profile journals such as Science, Trends 

in Ecology and Evolution and Trends in 

Plant Science. He is the editor of a 

book on Sirex noctilio, a global invasive 

forest pest, and has authored a num-

ber of chapters in books. Prof Slippers 

has supervised a number of postdoc-

toral researchers, as well as 48 PhD and 

MSc students. He regularly contributes 

to national and international congress-

es as participant, invited speaker and 

organiser. He reviews papers for key 

journals in his field. He is an editor for 

Plant Pathology and issue editor for 

Studies in Mycology.  

Regional Young Scientists’ Confer-

ence held in Nigeria 

The World Academy of Sciences Re-

gional Office for sub-Saharan Africa 

(TWAS-ROSSA) partnered with the Nige-

rian Academy of Science (NAS) and 

the Nigerian Young Academy (NYA) to 

host the 2016 Regional Young Scien-

tists’ Conference alongside the 6th An-

nual General Assembly of the Nigerian 

Young Academy from 22 to 23 August 

2016. The theme of the conference 

was Inclusive Growth and Sustainable 

Development in Africa: The Role of Sci-

ence & Technology.   

http://www.twas-rossa.org.za/
http://www.dst.gov.za/
http://www.twas.org/
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The sub-themes covered the natural 

sciences, engineering, health scienc-

es, and social and management sci-

ences.  The conference realised that 

a proper multidisciplinary mix of all 

these science options are required to 

accomplish “sustainable economic 

development” for Africa which is line 

with the goals of TWAS-ROSSA. The 

sub-themes included: 

 The role of science, technology 

and innovation in achieving sus-

tainable development in Africa.  

 Building sustainable and resilient 

health systems. 

 Multidisciplinary collaboration in 

inclusive growth and sustainable 

development. 

One hundred young scientists attend-

ed. Representatives from nine African 

young academies participated in this 

conference and the theme also cov-

ered the role of African Young Acad-

emies in inclusive growth and sustain-

able development. The countries rep-

resented included Zimbabwe, South 

Africa, Egypt, Ghana, Senegal, Ken-

ya, Nigeria, Sudan and Ethiopia. Three 

TWAS Young Affiliates participated. It 

was observed from the list of partici-

pants and presenters that there were 

also many TWAS alumni, beneficiaries 

of TWAS research fellowships, grants 

and awards including the AU-TWAS 

prize. Of the eight inductees of the 

Nigerian Young Academy, three had 

benefitted from TWAS in one way or 

the other. Professor Tomori, Prof Kuku, 

Professor Okoh and Prof Agbotan 

were at this conference as senior sci-

entists and mentors to inspire the 

young scientists.  

The Nigerian Young Academy crea-

tively sources sponsorship for prizes 

and awards from individual, corpo-

rate and institutions (universities) for 

young scientists. Attending the TWAS-

ROSSA Regional Young Scientists’ 

Conference created critical connec-

tions for the Regional Office with 

young academies, affiliates and indi-

vidual young scientist in Nigeria and 

beyond. 

Reflections on the Regional Young 

Scientists’ Conference and 6th Gen-

eral Assembly of the Nigerian Young 

Academy (NYA) by Dr Emmanuel 

Odjadjare 

With the theme Inclusive growth and 

sustainable development in Africa: 

the role of Young Academies and a 

number of relevant subthemes, the 

conference focused on crystalising 

and disseminating the ideals and as-

pirations of African Union Agenda 

2063. At the end of the two-day inten-

sive and interactive conference ses-

sions, the set objectives were ade-

quately met. With representation from 

not less than 12 African countries at 

this conference, young scientists’ 

across Africa were able to deliberate 

sufficiently and cross-fertilise ideas 

that resulted in a brilliantly crafted 

communiqué issued at the end of the 

conference. The keynote address and 

the invited plenary presentations were 

fantastically tailored to generate dis-

cussions, questions and thoughts on 

the conference theme. The different 

oral and poster presentations made 

by participants at the conference 

were also able to generate ideas 

around the theme and subthemes. 

The conference no doubt left all par-

ticipants with the urge and energy to 

go on to drive inclusive growth and 

sustainable development in their 

fields, countries and across our dear 

continent, Africa. Adoption of policies 

to develop robust agricultural sector, 

commitment to stronger health sys-

tems with emphasis on prevention of 

diseases (learning from the Ebola ex-

perience), addressing the challenge 

of sustainable provision of water and 

proper funding for indigenous re-

search and sustainable financial poli-

cies, were some of the areas identi-

fied for appropriate attention by 

stakeholders. 

The meeting also afforded young sci-

entists from across Africa the oppor-

tunity to initiate a “Network of African 

Young Academies” (NAYA). The Net-

work is to serve as a platform for 

young scientists across Africa to forge 

a collaborative effort towards ac-

complishing “inclusive growth and 

sustainable development in Africa”. 

One of the highpoints of the confer-

ence was the award of Young Scien-

tist Prizes to deserving scholars in the 

field of Microbiology, Mathematical, 

Chemical and Health Sciences. It is 

worthy of note that a good number of 

the Prize recipients were also TWAS 

fellows; a clear indication of the ro-

bust contribution of TWAS towards 

building the capacity of African scien-

tists.  

http://www.twas-rossa.org.za/
http://www.dst.gov.za/
http://www.twas.org/
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TWAS-DFG Cooperation Visit: deadline 31 March 2017  

The TWAS-DFG Cooperation Visits Programme provides postdoctoral researchers who have obtained their PhD not earlier 

than 2012 and are from sub-Saharan Africa, including South Africa, with the opportunity to make a 'Cooperation Visit' to 

an institute in Germany.  

Such visits will have a duration of no more than three months and must be undertaken within 12 months of the award.  

Download the relevant application form here: http://twas.org/opportunity/twas-dfg-cooperation-visits-programme  

http://www.twas-rossa.org.za/
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